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SIX POINT GROUP 
THE EQUALITY TREATIES 








EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY. 


‘‘The contracting States agree that upon the 
ratification of this treaty, men and women shall 
have equal rights throughout the territory 
subject to their respective jurisdiction.” 


EQUAL NATIONALITY TREATY. 


‘* There shall be no distinction based on sex 
as regards nationality, in their legislation or 
in their practise.” 


-_———————|{  —_——_— 


MEANING AND PURPOSE OF THESE TREATIES. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY would oblige each government 
accepting it, to establish and maintain complete equality of rights between 
men and women. This means equality in all matters that the Govern- 
ment can effect—equality in the economic field, equality in labour legisla- 
tion, equality in political rights, equality in educational opportunities, 
equality in civil rights, equality in nationality rights—in short, equality 
in all rights under. the law. The purpose of tthe Treaty is to end by 
means of an international agreement the world-wide restrictions in every 
field on womens right to live and to work. 


THE EQUAL NATIONALITY TREATY is similar in conception 
to the Equal Rights Treaty, but is confined to nationality. This special 
Treaty is proposed by women’s organisations because of the fact that the 
Hague Conference on the Codification. of International Law has proposed 
a Treaty on Nationality containing sex distinctions, which Treaty is now 
before the various Governments for ratification. The Equal Nationality 
Treaty is offered as a substitute for the articles discriminating against 
women in the drafts submitted by the Hague Conference. 


HISTORY OF THE EOUAL RIGHTS TREATY. 


This Treaty was presented to the Pan American Conference at 
Havana in 1928. The result was the appointment of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women. This Commission consists of one representative 
appointed by the Government of each American State. Its object is to 
stury the civil and political status of women in the’ American continent. 
The Equal Rights Treaty was signed at Montevideo on December 26th, 
1933, by the representatives of the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, 
Paraguay and Uruguay. 


Meanwhile, the Six Point Group had taken up the work for the 
Treaty in Europe. After having obtained the support of many British 
societies, the Six Point Group sent a delegation to Geneva in 1929 during 
the mecting of the League of Nations Assembly. The next year, the 
Equal Rights International was formed to work for the Equal Rights 
Treaty. The support of other international organisations was then 
obtained. The following international organisations now support the 


Treaty :— 


The Inter-American Commission of Women (Montevideo Meeting, Dec., 
1933) ; 
The International Soroptomists Club (Paris Congress, July, 1934); 


The Women’s Consultative Committee on Nationality, created by the 
Council of the League of Nations (Geneva Meeting, July, 1934); 


The World Committee of Women Against War and Fascism (Paris 
Congress, August, 1934) ; 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (Zurich 
Congress, September, 1934) ; 

The Equal Rights International (General Meeting, 1934); 


The All Asian Conference of Women (Executive Committee Mecting, 
Karachi, January, 1935); 
The International Council of Women. 


Between 1929 and 1934 increasing support was obtained from the 
delegates to the League. of Nations Assembly. In 1934, ten States 
requested the Assembly to! place the Equal Rights Treaty on the Agenda 
of the 16th Assembly. As a result the Status of Women, with special 
reference to the Equal Rights Treaty, was on tthe Agenda of the 16th 
Assembly in 1935. <A long and stimulating discussion took place in the 
First Commission, and on tthe motion of the Irish Free State, the following 
resolution was passed, and later was adopted by the 16th Assembly :— 


The Assembly, 


Noting that the question of the status of women was placed on the agenda of 
the present session for examination, at the instance of a unmber of delegations 
with particular reference to the Equal Rights Treaty signed at Montevideo on 
December 26th, 1933, by representatives of the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, 
Paraguay and Uruguay; 


Considering that the terms of the Equal Rights Treaty should be examined in 
relation to the existing political, civil, and economic status of women under the 
laws of the countries of the world; ” 


Recognising that the question of conditions of employment, whether of men or 
women, is a matter which properly falls within the sphere of the International 
Labour Organisation; 


(1) Decides that the question of the political and civil status of women shall 
be referred by the Secretary-General to the Governments for their obser- 
vations, including observations as to the action which, in their view, the 
League might take in this matter, and that the Governments shall be 
requested to supply to the Secretary-General, together with thcir ob- 
servations, information as to the existing political and civil status of 
women under their respective national laws; 


(2) Recommends that the women’s international organisations should continue 
their study of the whole question of the political and civil status of 
women; 


(3) Requests that the observations and information communicated by the 
Governments and the statements of the said international organisations 
shall be sent to the Secretary-General for consideration by the Assembly 
of the League of Nations at a subsequent session; 


(4) Expresses the hope that the International Labour Organisation will, in 
accordance with its normal procedure, undertake an examination of. those 
aspects of the problem within its competence—namely, the question of 
equality under labour legislation—and that it will, in the first place, 
examine the question of legislation which effects discriminations, some of 
which may be detrimental to women’s right to work. 


Women from the Six Point Group, National Women’s Party (u.s.A.) 
and the five international organisations within the Women’s Consultative 
Committee, attended the meeting of the Governing Board of the I.L.O. 
in February, 1936, and began a campaign to obtain from the I.L.O. the 
enunciation of the principle of womens right to earn on the same terms 
as men. The Director of the I.L.O. in presenting the matter to the 
Governing body stated :— | 


“We come niow to the resolution of the Assembly dealing with the 
Status of women. The Assembly has asked the International Labour 
Office to examine the question of Equality for women under labour 
legislation and the effects of discriminations, some of which may be 
detrimental to women’s right to work. I think everybody will recognise 
the great importance of this question. 


“We have already published a volume which contains some of the 
material needed but there is a wider aspect of the question which I think 
cannot be altogether left out. I feel that it is not sufficient to deal simply 
with the legislative aspects but the effect of the legislation in practice 
must also be studied. In other words, a study of the whole question of 
the position of women in industry must be made. I am proposing there- 
fore, to gather the material relating to all aspects of the employment of 
women and to consult organisations of women and trade unions which 
may be able to supply us with valuable information. I recommend that 
the International Labour Organisation occupy itself with this question as 
laid before it by the Assembly.” 


The women’s organisations will continue their campaign at subse- 
quent mectings of the I.L.O. and of the Assembly of the League, and 
invite the co-operation of all feminists who desire to establish interna- 
tionally the economic independence of women, and equality of the sexes 
in all spheres of life. 


HISTORY OF THE EQUAL NATIONALITY TREATY. 


A Treaty similar to the Montevideo Equal Nationality Treaty was 
presented by Cuba to the First World Conference for the Codification 
of International Law held at the Hague in 1930, but the Conference as a 
whole did not give its support to the Treaty, but recommended the States 
to study further whether it would not be possible to introduce the 
principle of equality into their nationality laws. 


In 1933 the Women’s Consultative Committee on Nationality was 
set up by the Council of the League of Nations. The following Inter- 
national Organisations are now represented on this Committee: The All- 
Asian Women’s Conference, The Equal Rights International, The Inter- 
American Commission of Women, The Women’s International League 
and The International Council of Women. The Committee meets fre- 
quently in Geneva and has conducted an unremitting campaign against 
the Hague Nationality Convention which contains sex-discrimination, and 
in favour of the Equal Nationality Treaty. 


In 1933. the Treaty was presented by the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women to the Pan American Conference at Montevideo. The 
Conference unanimously approved of the Treaty and 19 countries signed 
it. Subsequently, it was ratified by the U.S.A., Chile, Mexico, and 


Honduras. 


\ 
In view of the support given by States to this Treaty, 15 States 
requested the Assembly of the League of Nations to discuss the new 
position. Nationality of women, with particular reference to the Equal 
Nationality Treaty was therefore on the Agenda of the 16th Assembly, 
which noted the support given to the Equal Nationality Treaty by so 
many countries. 


The Hague Nationality Convention has been opposed by all the 
organisations of women all the world over who take an active interest in 
the question, and they demand that a woman shall have the same right 
as a man to retain or to change her nationality. 


The number of organisations, national and international, supporting 
the Equal Nationality Treaty is too long to be given here, as it would fil 
several pages. 


THE HAGUE NATIONALITY CONVENTION is not in force 
as it has not received the required ten ratifications. There is a clause in 
the Convention providing for tts revision in 1936. 


THE EQUAL NATIONALITY TREATY has four ratificaitons 
and is in force. We call upon feminists to rally at this critical moment 
and seize the opportunity to replace the outworn system, whereby a wife’s 
nationality follows that of her husband, by the establishment of equality 
im nationahty rights. 


JOIN THE SIX POINT GROUP. 


Fon, Sec.: Miss Monica WHATELY, 
31, Brookfield, West Hill, London, N.6. 
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